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DIFFERENT Stripe

FOAL PLAY?

At left, a Grevy's
mom holds her foal
(baby) close. Mom
often rubs her chin
over the baby's
back—most likely
as a way to show
affection.

:

As you can see at
right, even o foal
has stripes, but
they're paler than
its mother’s.

Discover how tough life can be for these endangered zebras.

You'd know a zebra anywhere, right? the familiar saddle horse. (Zebras are
Who else has such dazzling stripes? The  wild horses, as yvou may know.) Finally,
zebras on these pages are Grevys (GREH-  Grevy's are rare—few of them are left

veez) zebras. Their stripes are thin and in the wild. (You'll discover why in just
close together, unlike the stripes of other  a minute.)
zebras (see “Who's Who" on page 11), Like all zebras, Grevy's live in Africa

In fact, Grevy's are different in a num-  (see map above left), But unlike other
ber of ways. For starters, their ears are zebras, Grevy's roam over an area that

larger and rounder than those of other is especially dry. Years may go by with
zebras. Secondly, as zebras go. Grevy's hardly any rain. So it's often tough for
are giants. Most zebras are pony-sized, the zebras to find enough grass to graze

but a Grevy's stands as high as its cousin, on and enough water to drink.
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In their search [or
[ovod and water, He
Grevy's may wander
far and wide, cover-
ing 10 miles or more
a dav. As the zebras
graze, they use their
sharp [ront teeth 1o
cut off the tips of the
grass. Grevy's can
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survive just Ane on
the coarse grasses
and tough herbs tat
grow here—as long
as they get enough
of them,

Finding water 10
drink during long,
dry spells can be
especially difficulr.
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Many adull Grevy's
can @ for as long
as five days willioud
water. Bul nursing
monns need Lo drink
eviery day ar so.

The terrilic sense
of smiell of a Grevy's
comes in handy when
Iracking down waler.

Sometimes when a
river bed is totally
dried up, the zebra
can snilf oul water
there helow ground—
and then dig down

to get at il But other
firnes, the thirsty ze-
bras just have to keep
moving and moving

ON THE MOVE
A small herd of
moms with their
foals heads off to
find fresh grass
and new water-
holes (left).

The zebras have
to be on constant
alert for hungry
lions like the one
below left that's
stalking its pray.

unkil they find some-
thing to drink.

While roaming the
near-desertlike land,
the Grevy's may hang
out i small herds.
Why? Because there's
salety in numbers,
Aned out here on the
open grasslands,
the zebras are easy
marks for hungry
linns. It helps that the
Grevy's have sharp
senses, In a herd, all
those eyves, ears, and
NOSES Reep evieryone
safer.

It helps, too. that,
when threatened with
altack, a Grevy's is a
clever getaway artist:
Its large lungs ancd
mighty muscles help
it race ofl at speeds
ol 40 miles an houwr.



About 30 years ago,
there were as many
as 15,000 Grevv's
zebras in Alrica. Bul
then more and more
peaple mosed onbe
the rebras’ Orass-
lands. They were
mostly poor herders
who depended on
Lheir livestock—
cattle, goats, and
sheep=I[or a living.
Belore long, the live-
stock ate nearly all
the grass in places.
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Thal meant there
was little Lelt for the
#ehras.

Also, the herders
and their animals of-
ten gathered arpund
the waterhaoles whoere
the zebras came Lo
clrink. The croweds
scared the zebras
of [, g0 they had to
travel [arther and
farther to find water.
Many, especially the
foals, became oo
wiak o travel such
distances—and died.
a0, these dayvs there
are lewer than 2 500
Grevy's lefl.

PITGHING IN

But here's the good
news: Many people
are working hard to
save the sebras. For
Instance, some herd-
ers are keeping live-
stock out of certain
grazing areas. The
grass in these spots is
slowly growing back,
which means more
[oad [or the #sbras
and other wildlifie,

And people are now
pumping more water
up from deep under-
grovund. Some of the

#lg’ 1_5-
g

water gets pumped
into troughs for the
zebras (photo 1)
Some is just for the
herders (2)—and still
more goes for their
livestock (F).

Also, some herders
are teaching the local
children why Grevy’s
are worth saving (4).

50, let's hope that
these horses of a dil-
ferent stripe will be
slreaking across the
grasslands lor vears
by conme! 679

There are three
main species of
zebras. You can

tell them apart
by the pattern of
stripes on their
rumps.

is named for a former president of France,
Jules Grevy, who Was given ene of these

animals.

[ ova: Unlike with other kinds of
zebras (and horses), a Grevy's doesn't nec-
essarily stay with the same herd. The zebra
may join ane ferd far a little while, then
move an to another,

Lions are the biggest threat to
Grewy's 2ebras, bul leapards and hyenas
sometimes atiack them, loo.
B What g d are stripes Hﬂﬂ'l'-'lﬂ‘r' knows
forsure, They may help zebras recognize
each other, as no two have the exact same

pattern of stripes. This is true for all kinds

of zebras.



